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When	  did	  you	  enter	  the	  military?	  	  

“Let’s	  see…Nineteen-‐forty.”	  

How	  old	  were	  you	  when	  you	  entered	  and	  how	  long	  were	  you	  in	  the	  military?	  

“Seventeen,	  yep”	  

What	  boot	  camp	  did	  you	  go	  to?	  How	  long	  was	  the	  boot	  camp?	  Did	  you	  go	  to	  a	  
second	  Boot	  camp?	  If	  so	  then	  why?	  

“I	  went,	  um,	  	  to	  Newport	  Rhode	  Island.	  	  Let’s	  see,	  I	  think	  it	  was	  about	  eight	  weeks.	  	  
See	  what	  I	  did,	  I	  filled	  out	  that	  paper,	  so…sixteen	  weeks!	  It	  was	  sixteen	  weeks.	  	  Oh	  
I	  went	  to	  a	  radio	  training	  school	  in	  San	  Diego,	  California.	  	  I	  was	  a	  radio-‐man,	  yep.”	  

Did	  you	  join	  the	  military	  voluntarily	  

	  “I	  volunteered.	  	  Yes,	  I	  wanted	  to	  see	  the	  world	  and	  I	  wanted	  to	  learn	  a	  trade.	  	  
Electronics.”	  

What	  branch	  of	  military	  where	  you	  in?	  

“The	  navy”	  



What	  equipment	  did	  you	  use	  on	  a	  daily	  basis?	  

“Well,	  ship	  radiomen,	  they	  had	  loads	  of	  equipment,	  you	  know	  they	  had	  
transmitters,	  and	  receivers,	  and	  they	  had	  radar	  equipment	  and,	  um,	  that	  was	  it.”	  

What	  rank	  you	  did	  you	  achieve?	  

“Aviation	  radioman	  first-‐class.	  	  See,	  we	  were	  hit	  at	  Pearl	  Harbor,	  and	  after	  that	  I	  
went	  into	  the	  aviation	  unit	  and	  then	  I	  flew	  planes	  as	  a	  gunner	  and	  a	  radioman.	  	  So	  
I	  was	  a	  radioman	  in	  the	  planes	  but	  also	  a	  gunner	  and	  so	  I	  flew,	  you	  know,	  in	  a	  
plane.	  	  It	  was	  a	  scout	  observation	  cruiser.	  	  The	  ship	  was	  called	  the	  Helen	  helm.”	  

Was	  the	  ship	  ever	  in	  Pearl	  Harbor?	  

“Yeah,	  we	  were	  hit.	  	  On	  December	  7th.	  	  We	  were	  hit	  there,	  and	  about	  thirty	  guys	  
killed,	  about	  a	  hundred	  casualties.”	  

Were	  you	  actually	  on	  the	  ship?	  

“Yes,	  yep.	  	  I	  was	  a	  radioman	  on	  there.”	  

Were	  you	  wounded	  while	  you	  were	  in	  the	  military?	  If	  you	  were	  in	  what	  way	  
were	  you	  wounded?	  

	  

Were	  you	  in	  any	  famous	  campaigns	  or	  battles?	  

	  

Did	  you	  receive	  any	  awards	  or	  medals	  for	  your	  service?	  

“Well,	  here’s	  the	  thing,	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  war,	  you	  know,	  they	  gave	  me	  medals.	  	  
Let’s	  see,	  this	  here	  is	  a,	  well,	  we	  had	  planes,	  four	  planes	  and	  these	  are	  the	  guys,	  
the	  division	  here.	  	  Oh,	  to	  answer	  about	  the	  medal…well…”	  

What	  did	  you	  do	  on	  a	  “normal	  or	  average	  Day”	  while	  you	  were	  in	  the	  military?	  

“Well,	  here’s	  the	  thing,	  it	  depends.	  	  Peacetime	  was	  one	  thing,	  and	  during	  the	  war	  
was	  another.	  	  And	  approaching	  a	  battle	  is	  different	  completely	  so	  when,	  uh,	  you	  



say	  the	  normal	  day,	  do	  you	  mean	  the	  peacetime	  or	  wartime?	  	  Peacetime,	  I	  guess	  I	  
was	  just,	  eight	  hours	  I	  would	  just	  fly	  in	  the	  planes	  and	  just	  work	  the	  radio.	  	  But	  I	  
would	  also	  stand	  watch	  four	  hours	  a	  day.	  	  Wartime,	  see	  what	  happens,	  if	  they’re	  
getting	  ready	  for	  a	  battle,	  before	  the	  battle	  starts	  you’re	  on	  like	  a	  well	  your	  just	  
on	  like	  standby	  and	  then	  when	  the	  battle	  starts,	  well	  the	  battle	  starts.	  	  So	  it	  all	  
depends	  whether	  peacetime	  or	  wartime.	  	  Or	  are	  you	  getting	  ready	  for	  a	  battle	  or	  
whether	  you	  in	  battle.”	  

So	  for	  preparing	  for	  a	  battle…?	  

“Preparing	  for	  a	  battle?	  	  Well	  you	  have	  a	  battle	  station,	  see	  everybody’s	  assigned	  
a	  station,	  and	  see	  if	  the	  planes	  flew,	  I	  might	  fly.	  	  Or,	  if	  I	  didn’t	  fly,	  the	  turrets,	  they	  
fire.	  	  See	  there’s	  five	  turrets,	  and	  the	  turrets	  are	  three	  muzzles	  and	  so	  what	  they	  
do	  they	  fire	  at	  a	  hundred	  and	  eighty	  rounds	  per	  minute	  and	  shell	  cases	  come	  out	  
and	  you	  have	  to	  keep	  room	  for	  the	  cases	  to	  come	  out	  so	  we	  would,	  you	  know,	  
move	  the	  shell	  cases,	  we’d	  move	  them	  aside	  and	  they	  didn’t	  want	  them	  in	  the	  
water	  because	  the	  people	  might	  think	  there’s	  submarines,	  you	  got	  to	  keep	  the	  
water	  clear.	  	  So,	  I	  was	  the	  ships	  be	  a	  fire	  fighter,	  in	  other	  words,	  if	  there	  was	  a	  fire	  
we’d	  fight	  the	  fire.	  	  I	  was	  also	  the	  talker,	  see	  the	  captain’s	  on	  the	  bridge	  and	  
everybody’s	  got	  to	  be	  in	  communication	  with	  the	  captain.	  	  So	  as	  a	  talker,	  you	  had	  
officers	  and	  they	  might	  say,	  you	  know,	  ‘pass	  this	  message	  to	  the	  bridge’	  and	  you	  
tell	  the	  bridge	  what’s	  what,	  and	  afterwards	  you	  might	  say	  ‘hey,	  there’s	  a	  fire’.	  	  
That	  make	  sense?”	  

Did	  you	  use	  Morse	  code	  or	  did	  you	  just	  talk	  normally?	  

“Well,	  the	  way	  it	  is,	  they	  had	  radio	  silence,	  you	  know,	  so	  we	  didn’t	  do	  much	  
talking	  we	  didn’t	  use	  code.	  	  So,	  for	  the	  most	  part	  there	  was	  radio	  silence.	  	  In	  the	  
event	  that	  there’d	  be	  a	  battle,	  then	  there’d	  be	  radio	  communications,	  I	  didn’t	  talk,	  
the	  pilot	  talked,	  cause	  he	  was	  up	  front	  while	  I	  was	  in	  the	  back	  seat.	  	  And	  he	  had	  a	  
microphone,	  and	  we	  talk	  to	  each	  other	  on	  an	  intercom	  and…what	  was	  your	  
question?	  	  Oh	  yes,	  we	  used	  voice,	  if	  it	  were	  used.	  	  See,	  we	  used	  search	  lights	  too.	  	  
So	  we	  would	  send	  code	  with	  the	  lights.”	  

What	  type	  of	  firearm(s)	  did	  you	  use?	  



“Well,	  when	  I	  flew	  in	  the	  plane	  I	  carried	  a	  revolver,	  you	  know	  a	  forty-‐five.	  	  And	  I	  
also	  had	  the	  machine	  gun,	  six	  hundred	  rounds	  of	  ammunition.”	  

Wait,	  like	  a	  Thompson?	  

“What?”	  

You	  said	  it	  was	  a	  machine	  gun,	  did	  you	  mean	  a	  Thompson?	  

“Oh,	  I	  don’t	  know	  what	  make	  it	  was,	  but	  there	  were	  six	  cans,	  and	  each	  can	  had	  a	  
hundred	  rounds	  in	  it.	  	  See	  the	  cans,	  they	  had	  tracer	  bullets,	  armor	  piercing	  bullets,	  
they	  had	  different	  types	  of	  bullets.”	  

Did	  you	  use	  any	  heavy	  weapon	  Artillery?	  

While	  at	  war,	  what	  helped	  you	  pass	  the	  time?	  

“Well	  you	  could	  read,	  you	  could	  play	  cards	  with	  the	  guys,	  you	  could	  hang	  out,	  or	  
lift	  weights.	  	  And,	  well	  that	  was	  it,	  you	  know,	  we	  could	  do	  exercise	  and	  that	  was	  
just	  about	  it.”	  

After	  you	  came	  home	  from	  war,	  did	  your	  perspective	  on	  anything	  change?	  Did	  
you	  carry	  anything	  from	  the	  military	  with	  you	  after	  the	  war?	  

“Well,	  see,	  the	  service	  was	  a	  great	  experience.	  	  It	  helped	  me	  get	  a	  job	  and	  I	  
became	  an	  engineer,	  see	  I	  have	  a	  commercial	  radio	  license,	  a	  HAM	  radio	  license.”	  

Did	  you	  acquire	  those	  in	  the	  military?	  

“Well	  the	  way	  it	  is,	  it	  helped	  me	  learn	  electronic	  and	  you	  know	  I	  went	  to	  radio	  
school	  and,	  so,	  I	  got	  my	  background	  in	  the	  navy	  which	  helped	  me	  get	  into	  the	  
phone	  company.”	  

I	  see	  you	  brought	  a	  picture,	  where	  was	  it	  taken?	  

	  “Where	  was	  it	  taken?	  	  Beats	  the	  hell	  out	  of	  me,	  but	  it	  was	  a	  nice	  photographer.”	  

Is	  there	  anything	  you	  would	  like	  to	  add	  or	  say	  that	  I	  missed	  or	  is	  there	  anything	  
that	  you	  would	  like	  to	  talk	  about?	  	  



“No,	  just,	  you	  know	  we	  were	  in	  a	  battle,	  we	  were	  sunk	  and	  went	  swimming.	  	  We	  
were	  in	  a	  battle	  and	  were	  hit	  with	  three	  torpedoes	  and	  that	  cut	  the	  ship.	  	  So	  I	  
swam	  and	  was	  picked	  up	  by	  a	  Destroyer.”	  

What	  was	  your	  most	  memorable	  experience	  during	  the	  navy?	  

“Well,	  it	  was	  fun	  flying	  in	  the	  planes,	  and	  you’re	  doing	  about	  sixty	  or	  seventy	  
miles	  per	  hour,	  so	  the	  flying	  was	  lots	  of	  fun.	  	  And,	  um,	  oh	  jes’	  it’s	  just	  so	  much.	  	  
We	  went	  to	  Australia,	  but	  most	  of	  it	  was	  around	  an	  island	  in	  the	  Pacific.	  	  For	  
about	  six	  months	  around	  that	  island,	  then	  we	  went	  to	  Australia	  for	  about	  six	  
weeks	  and	  came	  back.	  	  And	  in	  another	  six	  months	  we	  were	  sunk.	  	  We	  were	  sunk	  
in	  the	  battle	  of	  Kula	  Gulf.”	  

So	  you	  were	  involved	  with	  the	  Pacific	  campaign?	  

“Yes,	  yep”	  

Thank	  you	  so	  much	  for	  coming	  sir	  



	  



	  



	  



	  


