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INFORMATION ON LOCATION OF  

SMOKE DETECTORS FOR THE  

REQUIREMENT FOR SMOKE DETECTORS INSTALLATION  

IN ONE AND TWO FAMILY DWELLINGS N.J.A.C. 5:18-4.19 

 

 

 

 

1. All smoke detectors shall bear a label of U.L. listing standard 217.  

2. All detectors shall be either battery operated or permanently wired to a 
non-switchable circuit of house current.  

3. At least one detector shall be installed on each level of the dwelling. If 
there are separate sleeping areas on any level, additional detectors are 
required in the immediate vicinity of each separate area. I  

4. Preferable location for detectors is on the center of the ceiling. Where this 
is impractical, wall mounting is acceptable. Ceiling mounted detectors 
shall be at least 4" from any side wall or other downward projection. Wall 

mounting detectors shall be within 4 and 12 inches of ceiling.  

5. Smoke detectors installed in rooms with ceilings slopes greater than 1 foot 

rise per 8 feet horizontal shall be located at high side of room.  

6. Detectors Installed in hallways shall be located so smoke rising in the 
stairwell cannot be prevented from reaching the detector by an 

intervening door or obstruction.  

7. A detector installed in basement shall be located in close proximity to the 
stairway leading to the floor above.  

8. A smoke detector installed to protect a separate sleeping area shall be 
installed outside of, but in the immediate vicinity of, the sleeping area.  

9. Smoke detectors are not required in crawl spaces of in unfinished attic 

spaces. 












